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ANSWERED, 


Whether ſaving Faith in CHRIST, is a Duty 
required by the moral Law, of all thoſe 
5 who live under the Goſpel Revelation? 
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Vit is his commandment, that we ſhould believe on the name ef 
his fan Jeſus Chriſt, and love one another, as he gave us 
commandment, 1 John ii. 23. Eng 


T = 


, weightier matters of the law, judement, mercy 
and faith; theſe ought. ye to have done. — Matth. xxiii. 23. 


L « What doth God require of us, that we may eſcape 
« his wrath and curſe, due to us for fin? 


nſw. To eſcape the wrath and curſe of God, due to 

| c us for lin, "Op requireth of us faith in Feſus Chrift, 

& repentance unto life, with the d:ligent uſe of all the 

w outward means whereby Chri/t communicateth to ug 
* the benefits of redemption.” A/zmb. Catech. Q. 85, 
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The Queſtion anſwered, 


Whether faving faith in Cbrift, is a 
duty required by the moral law, of 


all thoſe who live under the goſpel 


revelation ? 


N order to ſet the caſe before us in a true. 
light, and prevent miſtakes, it is neceſſa- 
ry for us to premiſe two things, viz. 

FIRST, That the matter here enquired 
after, is not, Whether the object of ſaving 
faith, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is diſcoverable by 


the light of nature; or, is only made known 


to men by the ſupernatural light of divine re- 
velation: for it is quite out of all diſpute with 


us, that the perſon and offices of Chriſt, and 


the way of ſinners ſalvation by faith in him, 


were never diſcoverable to any creature by the 


light of natural reaſon ; fince, from the begin- 


ning of the world, it was never known, that. 


any man attained to this knowledge of Chriſt, 
but either by the immediate inſpiration of the 
Spirit of God, or by means of the miniſtry or 
writings of thoſe, who were thus divinely in- 
fpired. For the holy apoſtles aſſert, that Teſus 
Chrift, and him crucified, that wiſaom of God 
. | A 2 EE 
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ina m very, of which they ſpake, and which 


only they determined to make known to men; 
was that, which none of the princes, for wiſdom 


and knowledge, of this world knew; neither 
- can they know theſe deep things of God, as na- 


tural men, or by the light of nature; becauſe 
they are ſpiritually diſcerned; and are known 
only by thoſe unto whom God hath revealed 


them by his Spirit a. Unto which truth, the 


prophets of the old teſtament alſo bear wit- 
neſs, as it is written, Eye hath not-ſeen, nor ear 
heard, neither have entered into the heart 9 
man, the things which God hath prepared for 
them that love him d: but God hath revealed 
them unto us by his Spirit. And whatſoever 
the prophets ſpake of this ſalvation, and te/trfied 


before-hand of the ſufferings of Chriſt, and the 


glory that ſhould follow, was all ſpoken and 
teſtified, not by the light of nature, but by the 


Spirit of Chriſt which was in theme. For this 


was a myſtery ſo hid in God, from ages and ge- 
nerations, that even the holy angels, thoſe prin- 
tipalities and powers in heavenly places, have it 
made inown to them by the church d, unto 


whom God hath manifefted his word through 


preaching ©; and defire to loo into f it by the 
light of divine revelation : nor hath feſh and 
blood, with all its boaſted excellencies and ad- 


vantages, ever revealed that rock unto an 


man, on which the church is built, which is 


Jeſus Chriſt ; but the Father which is in heaven 8, 
21 Cor. ii.—14. b Iſa. Ixiv. 4. 1 Cor. ii. 9. 1 Pet. i. We 
9, fo. IX. i. 3. 1. i 13, 
8 Matth. xvi. 16, 17, 18. 


by the Spirit of wiſdom and revelation, in the 'Y 
knowledge of bim. 
AND hence, it was never known, that 
of thoſe men, who deny, or diſregard all di. 
vine revelation, and will own and admit no- 
thing to have any concern in religion, but what 
is knowable by the light of nature, and de- 
monſtrable by human reaſon ; I fay, it vras 
never known nor heard of, that an any of theſe © 
4 men, made the knowledge of Chriſt, and 
faith in him, any part of their religion; which 
[ ſurely, ſome of theſe wiſe ſtudents in the 
ſchool of nature would have done, if theſe 
things had been at all diſcoverable by the light 


of nature, or demonſtrable by reaſon : N 
they are indeed To far —_ being apprehended 
4 by this light, that wherever it is preferred above 
divine revelation, and ſet up for the only . 
in matters of religion, ſuch perſons are by it 
excluded from any ſhare therein, even under 
the cleareſt light of the glorious goſpel of 
Chr: 
a Non doth the moral law, by which 7s the 
knowledge of in, give unto men the know- 
4  ledgeof Chrift : For this righteouſneſs of God 
without the law is manifeſted, being witneſſed 
by the law and the prophets ; even the righteouſ= 
neſs of God, which is by faith of Jeſus Chriſt, 
unto all, and upon all them that believe i. In 
which text it 1s plainly obſervable ; that the 
OI of God, which is by faith of 
Jeſus 


k x2 Cor, iii. 11. Eph. i, 17. i Rom, iii. 20. 21. 22, 
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Feſus Chriſt, is neither provided, nor mani- 
feſted or declared by, but without the law, 


and that, being provided of God, aſſoon as it 


is manifeſted and declared by the goſpel, it is 
immediately, fully, and ſtedfaſtly approved, at- 
teſted, and witneſſed by the law, 


 AnD hence, it is plain alſo, that the only 
reaſon, why man, who, in his ſtate of inno- 
cency, had a perfe& copy of the moral law 


impreſſed upon him, did not believe in Chriſt, 
as becauſe he had not in, and by this im- 


preſſed law, a revelation of Chrift, the righteouſe 


_ neſs of God, and the end of the law for rigb- 


teouſneſs to every one that believeth : and, how 


indeed ſhould be believe in him of whom he had 


not heard k? But if he had heard ofhim, or had 
had the knowledge of him by the law and 


light of nature, and had not believed in him, 


that very not believing, would have been, in 
him, a deviation from the divine image and 
likeneſs, and he Hd been no longer innocent, but 
guilty, in not acting up to his light and know- 


ledge; for to him that knoweth to do good, and 


doth it not, to him it is fm. | And, 
SECONDLY, Thematter here enquired after 

is not, Whether ſaving faith in Cbriſi is the 

gift of God, ® to all thoſe that have it; and 


that not of themſelves procured or merited, 


but given to them on the behalf of Chriſt ; n 
that is, thro' his merit and purchaſe; and as a 


fruit of that holy Spirit, which he ſhed on them 


abundantly, 
* Rom. x. 4. 14. 1 Jam. iv. 17. m Eph.u. 8. 
aIFaR 1, 29. © EL | 
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(7) 
abundantly, thro Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour o; and 
without whoſe going away b, that is, the death, 

reſurrection, and aſcenſion of Chriſt, he would 

not have come unto them : for this alſo is 
quite out of the queſtion with us; and we 
fedfaltly believe, that this precious faith is ob- 
tained as a gift of grace, thro the righteouſneſs 
of God, and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt 4 ; that is, 
it is procured and purchaſed by the righteouſ- 
neſs, blood, and merits of Feſus Chrift for us, 
and comes through them to us: neither is it 
any leſs a free gift to us, becauſe it is purchaſed 


for us by Chriſt; for we did not purchaſe it, 


but Chriſt for us. And men may as well plead, 
that we are not juſtified by the blood of Chriſt r, 
nor thro the redemption that is in him; be- 
cauſe we are juſtified freely by the grace of 
| God's, and receive a gif of righteouſneſs t; as 
plead, that faith is not purchaſed by, and ob- 
tained thro' the righteouſneſs of God our Sa- 
viour; becauſe faith is the gift of God; when 
we are expreſly told, that z7 7s given us in the 
behalf of Chriſt u. But, wo 
IT ux queſtion before us, is, Whether this 
fame ſaving faith in Chriſt, is not alſo a duty, 
required by the moral law of God, of all thoſe 
who live under the goſpel revelation, and have 
the word of faith preached unto them w? 
I AM ſenſible there are ſome, who will think 
they have ſufficiently anſwered this queſtion, 
when they haye ſaid, How can that be a duty, 


required 
© 'TH. itt. 5. 6. 
Rom. v. . 5 Rom. ii. 24, 25, 26, 1 Ch. v. 17. 
Phil. i. 29. v Rom. x. 8. | 


P Joh. xvi. 7. 4 2 Pet. i. 1. 
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required of men by the moral law of God, 


which they have not power to perform of 
themſclves ; but wherever ſaving faith is found, 
it is the gift of God, and of his operation. in 
us? But thoſe who think this a ſolid and ſuf- 
ficient anſwer to our queſtion, ſhould reflect, 
that they may with equal reaſon fay, How 
can the moral law of God, require either 
cone” and unſinning obedience, or full fatis- 
faction for our offences, of us; which we have 
not power to perform, and the latter of which 
we never had; and with whomſoever they are 


found, they are the gifts of God, and the 


operations of Chriſt for us: and yet, if they 
were not due from us as the principals, they 
could never have been required of, nor per- 
formed by Chriſt as the ſurety for us; and 
wherever they are not found, the want of them, 


(that is, the Want of perfect righteouſn eſs, | 


unſinning obedience, and full ſatisfaction for 


our offences) expoſeth the offender to the 
curſe and condemnation of the lau, to the 


wrath of God, and eternal damnation*, And 
if that be required of us, by the moral law, 
under pain of eternal damnation, which we 
can have only by the gift of God, and the 

ration, or work of Chriſt for us; then it is 
alſo poſſible, that by the ſame moral law, and 
under the ſame penalty, that faith in Chri/t 
may be required of us, which we can have 


only by the gift of God, and the operation of 


the holy Spirit in us. And ſince it is poſſible that 


* Rom, iii. 19. Gal. iii. 10. Jam. ii. 10. 


Eph. v. 5. 6. 
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it may be fo, it concerns us ſeriouſly to enquire, 
and to be well and truly reſolved, whether it 
is not really ſo. And for this end is the que< 
ſtion before us propoſed, and unto which my 
anſwer is in the affirmative; and that for the 
following reaſons, which to me appear cogent: 
and concluſive. And if to any who ſhall read 
theſe papers, they ſhall not appear fo, I deſire 
they would be ſo kind, as by a Mie and full 
_— to inform me better. | 
Tax reaſons which induce: me to anſwer 
this queſtion in the affirmative, are theſe fol- 
lowing : 

FIRST, Becauſe bekerie 8 on cis Lord Je- 
fus Chrift hath eternal ſalvation inſeparably af- 
fixed to it, by the word and promiſe of the 
faithful God, as the certain end of it, with 

which it is infallibly connected. | 

SECONDLY, The contrary to this faith, even 
not believing on the Lord Feſus Chriſt, the Son 
of God, is aſſigned as the cauſe of mens con- 
demnation, and ſtands reproved in the word of 
God, as a damning ſin. Be 

Tn 1RDLY, The holy Scripture declares, 
that faith in Chriſt is a commanded duty; and 
proves, that it is a work. which God, by the 
moral law, requires of all men to whom the 
golpel 1 is preached. | 

FouRTHLy, For any man to affirm, that 
this faith is not required by the moral law, is, 
in effect, to oppoſe and. contradice the expreſs 
word of God. 
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Fir THEY, Thoſe who appear moſt warm 
| againſt allowing faith in Chriſt to be a duty, do 
yet own and acknowledge, that faith to a4 the 
duty of all men, to whom the goſpel i is preach- 
ed, which the A declares is a faving 
faith, | 

' .S1xXTHLY, Such a I Tepentance, love, 
— fear of God, as are no duties, can have no 
concern at all in the holinefs and happineſs of 

men. 

\ SEVENTHLY, 11 is no where declared, af- 
firmed, nor. taught in the word of God, "that 
faith in Chriſt is not a Duty. 

_E16#THLY,, The only argument produced, 
to prove that faith i in Chriſt is not a duty, is not 
only unſcriptural, but, I think, in its tenden- 
cy, utterly deſtructive of all true religion, 

Bu r to conſider theſe reaſons more particu- 
larly. 

FIRST, Believing on the Lan Yeſus Chrif 
bath eternal ſalvation inſeparably affixed to it, 
by the word and promiſe. of the faithful God, 
as The certain end of it, with which it is. infal- 
libly connected; and therefore it is properly 
called /aving faith, This propoſition I lay 
down firſt, as giving ground to the denomina- 
tion of that faith of which we here ſpeak, and 
by which it is diſtinguiſhed from all other 
kinds of faith. And it will be further neceſ- 
fary for me here to explain the nature of it, 
and ſhew what : ſaving faith is; that if poſſible 
all miſtakes about it, and of what we mean by 
it, may be prevented. 
Now 


( 


Now this ſaving faith is not that ſelf-de- 


ceiving, unaffecting aſſent to the truth of the 
goſpel record concerning Cbriſt, which many 
perſons, under the light of divine revelation; 
profeſs to have; who yet remain dead in treſe 
paſſes and ans; and are looſe, vain, wieked;! 
and ungodly in their converſations; ; and neither! 
have their hearts purified, nor their lives re- 
formed by it. They ſay they have faith; but 
they have no works of righteouſneſs, nor fruits 
of holineſs. And can ſuch a faith ſave them? 
No, it cannot; for 1 5 N. 108 it ee not wry 
is dead being ane v. 

No R doth ſaving faith confi in a certain, i 
aſſured perſuaſion, that Chiſt is ours, and we 
are his by election, before we: believe in him, 
and as the ground and foundation of our be- 
lieving on him for life and ſalvation. For tho? 


this is a glorious truth in itſelf, yet, as to us, 


it is a ſecret and hidden one, of which no man 
can have any perſonal knowledge, perſuaſion, 
or aſſurance at all, antecedent 60 his believing. 


in Chriſt, or as the foundation of it: for the 


word of God hath given us no rules, whereby 
any man can know his election of God, before 


he believes in Chriſt ; and therefore all pre- 


tences to the knowledge of this, beforè faith 
and without it, are nothing put ee 
unwarrantable preſumption. 

NEITHER is ſaving faith a fall, perſonal 
ſubjective aſſurance, that Chr? is mine, and 
that he died for me in particular, 'even on the 


James ii. 17. 
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65 12) 
foundation of the promiſe embraced by faith. 


For, as this aſſurance is the reflex act of faith, 


ſo the direct act of faith muſt neceſſarily 90 


before it, without which it cannot be. And 


when a man doth truly believe, and put forth 
the direct act of faith on Cbriſt, as held forth 
in the word of the goſpel; yet even then, this 
aſſurance is no more eſſential to that ſaving act 
of faith, nor inſeparable from it, than ſeeing 
my true ſhadow. is eſſential to, and inſeparable. 

from my beholding the light, and partaking of 


the quickening influences of the ſun; which, 


by ten thouſand interpoſing elouds, may be * 
intercepted from my views, that I cannot ſee 
my ſhadow, and which I might have ſeen by 


his unclouded light, This, out of all — 


is the caſe of many true believers in Chriſt, who 
walk in the clouds and darkneſs of inward trou- 
ble and perplexity, and have no hight * of com- 


fortable aſſurance, and perſonal ſatisfaction, of 


their own intereſt in him ; but are toſſed with 


tempeſts, and not comforted a and may conti- 


nue all their lifetime, through fear of death, 
ſubje to bondage b; and yet, notwithſtanding 


all this, they are of the happy number of thoſe 
| Who are ſaved and delivered by Chriſt. 


Bux ſaving faith is e! that is pecu- 
liar to that ſelect number, who are deſcribed in 
ſcripture under the character of true believers, 
and which is not found in any others, but in 
them alone; which is not the caſe of the mere 
aſſent before · mentioned. It is alſo ſomething, 
= that 


3 1a, J. 10. 8 Chap. liv. II. b Heb, ii. 15. 
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that is common to all true believers without ex- 
ception, which the before- mentioned affurance 
is not: and therefore, true ſaving faith is nei- 
ther that aſſent, nor this aſſurance. What then 
is it? I anſwer, Prue faving faith is a ftnner's 
fleeing to, receiving of, and reſting on the 
Lord Fels Cbriſt os for ſalvation, as he is 
| preached unto men by the Soſpel. Concerns 
ng which obſerve, 13 : 
I. Tux true ground and warrant. ek. this 
füth is a preached: goſpel, the faithful ſaving, 
aud worthy. of all acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus 
came into the world to ſaue ſaners e: for this 15 
the, wvord of faith which we preach: d, by virtue 
of the divine commiſſion, which gives. licenſs 
and authority, to all .thoſe who are made mi- 
niſters of it by Chriſt, to go into all the, world, 
and preach the goſpel: to every creature under 
heaven e; for they have the everlaſting goſpel ts 
preach to them thet dwell un the earth, and 10 
every nation, and. kindred, and tongue, and 
people * ; and which, according to the command: 
ment of the everlaſting God, is made known to 
all nations for the obedience of faith s. 
2. THE proper object of this faith, is the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as he is preached by the 
goſpel h, in his perſon and offices, obedience 
and ſufferings; as 5 Saviour of finners,«the 
one Mediator between God and men i, in whom 
alone there is ſalvation for them that are loſt k. 


Matth. xvili. 11. 


3. THERE 
© 1 Tim. i. 15. - Rom. x, 8. Mark xvi. 15. Col. i. 
23. f Rev. xiv. 6. 8 Rom. xvi. 26, ® 1 Cor. ij; 2. 
2 Cor. iv. 5. 1 Cop. i. 3. 1 Tim, ii. 5. Acts iv. 12. 
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3. Tx E diſtinguiſhing acts of this faith, are 
flecing to, receiving of, and reſting on the Lord: 
Feſus Chrift alone for ſalvation; or believing, 
on his name, as he is preached by the goſpel.” 
Hence the ſcripture expreſſeth it, by fleeing for 
refuge to lay bold of the hope ſet before us Fo re- 
ceiving Chriſt :Jeſus the La m-:. believing on 
bis. 1 truſting in Chriſt o: eanig) P, and 
Saying on him. e 1 

4. THE perſons, lh are bound in ty 


thus to believe on, or receive the Lord = 


Chriſt; are all and every one to whom he 
preached; for this is the obedience of faith which 


the goſpel requires of all nations , and of every 
creature to whom it comes; and blames thoſe 


as guilty of the greateſt crime, who receive not 


Cbriſte, and obey not the goſpel. of God; and 


for which, it dooms them to the heavieſt pu- 
niſhment u. And well it may; for they ſtand 
indiſpenſibly obliged thus to believe on, and 
receive the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and for any man 
to neglect receiving ſo great ſalvation preached 
unto: him, is the higheſt and vileſt ingratitude w. 
They are obliged to this alſo, by the excellen- 
cy of the perſon that is preached to them ; on 
whom, all thoſe who refuſe to receive him, 
put the higheſt affront, and pour the oreateſt 
contempt ; and by ſhutting the door againſt 
him, treat him as one that is not worthy to be 
entertained by them x, And alſo, they ſtand 


| obliged 
1 Heb. vi. 18. „ Col. ii, 6, John i. 12. » Eph. i. 12. 
e Cant. viii. 5. 4 Ifai.l. 10. 1 Rom. 16. 26. John i. 11. 
© Rod x. 16. 1 Pet. iv. 17. 2 Theil. i. 7, 8, 9 


» Heb. ii. 1, 2, 3, 4. X Iſai. Iii. 2. John v. 49. 
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- obliged to receive him, by their own. want. 
and. neceſſity of him, ſince without believing 
on, and receiving of him, there is no way for 
them to eſcape eternal damnation v. And by 
many more ties, are they bound to this duty, 
as will Rar. aper in the. following e 


But, 


WG HAT "chi faith, DN BL it is Loni, is. 
indeed laving; or, bath eternal ſalvation inſe- 
perably affixed to it, by the word and promiſe 
of the faithful God, as the certain end of it, 


with which it is infallibly connected; is moſt 
clearly and undeniably. proved from 'the fol- 
lowing texts, with many more that might be 


named: To as many as received him, 8 them 


gave be power to become the | ſons of G; even 
' fo them that believe on his — 2; and if ons, 


then heirs of God, and joint heirs with Chriſt . 
Verily, verily, 1 2 unio you, he that believeth 
en me hath everlaſting life b. — And as Moſes 
lifted up the ſerpent: in the wilderneſs, even ſo 
muſt. the Son of man be lifted up: that whoſqe- 
ver believeth in him, ſhould not periſh, hut have 
eternal life: for God ſo loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son ; that is, to be lifted 
up, as the object of faith, on the pole of a 

eached goſpe I; bat whoſoever believeth in 
— „ ſhould not 1 0 but have everlaſting lifes, 


For the grand Commiſſion given to the mini- | 


ſters of Chriſt, whoſe work and office it is, 
thus t to lift him up, is, Go ye into all the world, 


and 
„Mar. xvi. 16. Joh, viii. 24. 5 Jab. Gal. 
iv. 7. Rom, vil. 17. b Jah, vi. m_ . 0 "Job W, 14, 
7, 0 16. 8 


* r a + 
— 
r TA 5 
2 pn — 


8 
— — ——6 
8 


4 — —_ . — „ 
— — ——_s w N - a_— x ER 
＋ — ac 8 n — 7 3888 ( * 
= x = E 2 —— — —5 — — 2 2 — 75 1 
A * * A - © x - — 2 — ws 12 — . A = — 7 2 T_T n = 
—= — . a — * — 5 — 2 — at = —_ == * i - 
— - — > 2 neem = et gr <> Lig OO CO 


. — 


— 
—— = — — 
2 
>: 3 


=> 2 - 


r 
_ * a. Ty, 225 dy * — 4 


ee ——— 
- 


— * 

DSS 
— 

— 


2 
— FR 


—— — — 
222 : "LE Pn — 
— 
— ” 2 2 | le - 
5 — * — 


1 
arid preach the goſpel to every creature; be that 
believeth, and is baptized, - ſhall be Javed d: and 
to ſay to every one that asketh them the queſ- 
tion, What-muft I do to be ſaved? Believe on the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved e. 
For to him give all the prophets witneſs, that 
through his name whoſoever believeth in him, 
ſhall receive remiſſion of fins f. — for, be it known 
unto you, men and brethren, that through this 
man ts preached unto you the forgiveneſs of fins: 
and by him all that believe are juſtified from all 
things s; and are of them that believe to the 
ſaving of the _ h and who ſhall certainly 
receive the end of their faith, even the ſalvation 
of their fouls i. J o eodoirons 
SECONDLY, Tt is equally clear, and as cer- 
tainly declared in the oracles of truth, that the 
contrary to this faith, even not believing on 
the Lord Feſus Chri/t, the Son of God, is aſ- 
ſigned as the cauſe of mens condemnation, and 
ſtands reproved in the word of God as a dam- 
ning fin ; which it could not poſſibly do, if 
Faith in Chriſt was not a duty, required by the 
law ; for where no law is, there is no tranſ> 
greſſion k; and fin is not, cannot be imputed 
when, and where there is no lau!: but ben 
he the Spirit of truth 7s come, he will reprove 
and convince the world of fin, becauſe they be- 
Hieve not on mem; and again, he that believeth 
on him, is not condemned: but he that betieveth 


not, 85 
| + Mar. xvi. 15, 16. e AR. xvi. 30, 31. f Ch. 4. 13. 
Ch. xiii. 38, 33. Þ Heb. x. 39. 1. Pet. i. 9. 


* Rom. iv. IS, 1 Ch. v. 13. 8 m Joh. Avi. 8; 9. 


(1) 

not, is condemned already, becauſe he hath not 
believed in t he name of the only begotten Son of 
God; and this is the condemnation, &c. n 
for he that believeth not the Son, ſhall not 5 
hfe; but the wrath of God abideth on him o; 

it doth on them that periſh; becauſe they rea 
ceived not the love of the truth, that they might 
be ſaved p; for he that believeth not, ſhall be 
damned d: and the unbelieving (with other 
tranſgreſſors of the moral law there menti- 
oned) ſhall have their part in the lake which 
burneth with fire and brimſtone ; which is the 
ſecond death* : for the wages of fin is death 5, 
And the moſt wicked ſervant hath no worſe 
doom to fear, than à portion appointed with the 


unbelievers t. And the reaſon why they to 


whom the ooſpel i is preached, do not enter in- 
to the promiſed reſt, is twice over expreſly aſ- 

ſerted, to be BECAUSE of unbelief u: and if 
we were all ſo happy, as to look with the ſame 
eyes that the inſpired writers did, none of us 


could miſs ſeeing it; for they ſaid, /o we ſee, | 
that they could not enter in, BECAUSE of unbe- 


n. 


BuT if any are ſo blind, as not to ſee rea- 
| ſon to believe, that any finner is now con- 
demned, or ſhall hereafter be eternally dam- 
ned, for not believing in Chriſt, becauſe this 
faith was never in the finner's power to have, 
but is the gift of God, and of his operation ; 
who was never pleaſed to beſtow it upon, or 


Go | to 
u ſoh. ii 18, 19. Verſe 39. P'2, 1 M26 
+ "Rar. xvVE 16. © * Rev. xx. 8. 5 Rom. vi. 23- 


© Luke xii. 45, 46. Feb. ili. 19. and Ch. iv. 6. 
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to work it in him; unto all ſuch, as to them 
that are walking in darkneſs, I would in true 
and chriſtian friendſhip addreſs my ſelf, and 
beſeech them for the Lord's ſake, to conſider 
well, what they are doing, and whither they 
are going; I would here give them timely no- 
tice, and faithfully warn them, before it be too 
late, to conſider, 

1. THAT the doctrine they —— and 
are endeavouring to ſpread, makes unbelief to 
be the work of God, as well as faith, And do 
you indeed believe fo? If you ſay, Nay, we 
believe that faith is the gift and work of God; 


but that unbelief is the fin, and work of men. 


Then I muſt ask you, Why can you not ſee, 


that it is a juſt and righteous thing with God, 


to condemn men now, and if they continue in 
it, to damn them eternally for their unbelief, 
which is their own work ; and a moſt ſinful 
and wicked work it is ; for he that believeth 
not God, hath made him a liar ; becauſe he be- 
lieveth not the record that God gave of his Son : 


and he that receiveth not Chriſt by believing 


on his name *, defpiſeth himy, and neglecteth 
the great ſalvation. z. And what can be greater 
{ins, than to make the God of truth a liar; 
and to ſet Chriſt the precious Saviour, and his 
great ſalvation at nought, by rejecting him, as 
as did the wicked builders*, and Herod and his 
men of war b,; and how thall ſuch finners, think 


you, 


. 10. pF Joh. i. 11, 12. Luk. x. 16. 
= Heb. ii. 2, 3. Matt. ii. 42. b Act. iv. 11. Luk. xxili. 11. 


(19) 
you, eſcape the great, the greater, nay, the 
greateſt damnation e? Conſider again, 
2. THAT though I have more charity than to 
think you deſign it, yet you are going in the 
| high road to deiſm, and walking in the coun- 
| ſel of thoſe ungodly men. For why do theſe 
pretended maſters of reaſon reje& all divine 
revelation, and receive no part of the recard 
that God hath given us in the bible? If you 
ask them, they will tell you, It is becauſe 
they do not, they cannot, ſee reaſon to believe 
that it is true. And are not you ſaying the very 
E fame thing concerning a part of it; vis. That 
i though the God of truth hath told you ſo of- 
| ten in the bible, that goſpel-ſinners are con- 
demned, and ſhall be Gin: becaufe they 
| believe not in Chriſt; yet you ſay, you cannot 
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believe it, becauſe you cannot ſee reaſon for it? | 
Do not both you and they fay, that the au- Il: 
| thority and truth of God in his word, is no 4 
| ſufficient reaſon, why you ſhould believe him, I 
unleſs you can ſee other reaſons of your own, 9 
for the truth of what he ſays? And thus you 6 

both agree to arraign divine revelation (they in 

© in the whole, and you in part) at the bar of 1 
3 your depraved reaſon, and there condemn it. 9 
Nay, conſider well whether your principles do 1 
not amount to a charge againſt the divine Au- 4 

thor of the ſcriptures of ſelf contradiction”; 1 

and whether you do not refuſe to believe him, by 

in one of his ſayings, becauſe you know not 1 

how to reconcile it with another. And again, 10 

C4 3. CoN- b 


8 Heb. . 29; 29; 


( 20 ) 
3. Cons1DER whether you are not attempt- 
ing to extinguiſh the flames of hell; for, ac- 
cording to your principles, I think there can 
be no fuel left among the ſons of men, for 


them to prey upon; or any juſt reaſon, why 
any one of Adam's race ſhould be damned: 


for none of the ſons of Adam can ever be 
damned and periſh eternally, but for one, or 
all, of theſe four cauſes ; that is, either, 

(I.) Fon the fin of their father Adam, in 
whom, as in their head and repreſentative, 
they all have finned d; and which, it was ne- 
ver in the power of any one of them, in their 


own proper perſons, to prevent or help; be- 


cauſe that fin was committed, before any of 


them came into a perſonal exiſtence ; and 


hence, the ſcripture faith, it was by one that 
fined; and by one man's diſobedience many were 


made ſinners; and the judgment was by one to 


condemnation ; and through the offence of one 
many are dead ; and by one man's offence, death 
reigned by one b. Or, Os 

(2.) For tranſgreſſing a law, which, as fal- 
len creatures, they had not power to keep ; 
for that none of them Kkeepeth the lawe, is evi- 
dent in fact; and that the carnal mind is not 
ſubjeft to the law of God, neither indeed can be, 
is expreſly aſſerted in the word of God; 6 


Sen, they that are in the fleſh cannot pleaſe 


God d: nor can the law and commandment, 
which was ordained unto life at firſt, give life 
to any of them now ©, becauſe t ig become 


| | weak 
4 Rom. v. 12. b Rom. v. 75 16, 17, 10, ni. 
19. Rom. viii. 7, 8. Kom. vii 10. Gal. iii. 21, 


( 21 ) 
enk through the fe efh f thus it appears that 
both Fews and Gentiles are all under ſin, and all 
Fe aworld is become guilty before Gods, Or, 
(3.) Fox not making a full ſatisfaction to 
injured juſtice, and a broken law, for all their 
offences; which it was never in their power to 
do, neither before the fall, nor ſince: for all 
the ſervices that ever they can perform, all the 
ſacrifices that ever they can offer, and all the 
CE ſufferings that ever they can endure, can never 
take away fin, nor juſtify a ſinner before God; 
for by the deeds and works of tbe law, whether 
moral or ceremonial, and whether of obedience 
or ſufferings, ſhall no fleſh, no man living, be 
juſtified i in 925 fight h. Or, 
| 4.) For not believing | in, or not receiving the 
k - * — Feſus Chriſt, preached unto them, as the 
end of the law for righteouſneſs ; which, vou 
ſay, you cannot ſee was, in them, any crime 
worthy of eternal death; becauſe it was not in 
their power to believe in, and receive him. 
And ſo, upon the whole, you can ſee no reaſon 
at all, why any ſon of Adam ſhould perith eter- 
nally : for, as for the fin of Adam, it was ne- 
} ver in the power of any fingle individual of his 
offspring to prevent it. And how then can 
they juſtly periſh for it ? Or how can they pe- 
riſh, for tranſgrefling a law, which, as fallen 
creatures, they had not power to keep ? or, 
for not making ſatisfaction for their offences, 
which it was never in their power to do?. 80 


that 


* Rom. viii. 3 s Chap. iii. 9, 19. b Chap. iii. 19, 20. 
*. ii. 49. Heb. ix, and x. Pal. exliti. ,, 
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( 22) 


that the true import of your argument is, that 


there is no juſt reaſon, that any one of the ſons 
of Adam ſhould periſh eternally ; and this is the 
certain end to which your objection will lead 
you, if you purſue it, and perſiſt in it: and 


therefore, it is high time for you to lay it 


aſide, and to believe what the God of truth 
hath faid in the forecited ſcriptures. But if 


Mill you believe not, ſhall your unbelief make 


the faith f God in his word without effect? No, 
be yet abideth faithful; he cannot deny himſelf k.: 
and even ſo, let God be true, and every man 
that contradicts him a har; as it is written, 


That thou mighteſt be juſtified in thy ſayings, and 


mighteſt overcome when thou art judged |, 

BUT that I may not leave you here, with- 
out uſing my beſt endeavours to lead you out 
of this darkneſs and perplexity, into which you 
have brought yourſelves; I take the freedom 
to tell you further, that the fourth cauſe above- 
mentioned, of the eternal damnation of goſpel- 
ſinners, is by far the cleareſt, and moſt ac- 
countable of any of the four ; for God hath 
told them in the word of faith, which is preach- 
ed unto them, as plain and full as words can 
ſpeak, that if they periſh eternally, the cauſe 


of their perdition is their unbelief. And that 
they might not be at a loſs, to know where 
their remedy lies, he hath likewiſe told them, 


that ſaving faith is the gift of God, on the be- 
_ of Chriſt, by the operation of his holy 
Spirit. And further, that they might know 


how 
bn Tim. Ub. 13. | Rom. iii. 3, 4. 


. N n FL 


ee eee eee 
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how to obtain it, he hath alſo told them as 
plainly, that it is his will to be ſought unto, 
and enquired of by them, to do theſe things for 


them m, and hath promiſed to give his Holy 
Spirit, the Spirit of faith, to them that aſh 
Him n; that if they have not, but die without 
this 401/dom, it is becauſe they aſe not o; for eve- 


one that aſreth, receivetb; and whoſoever 


ball call on the name of the- Lord, ſhall be ſa- 


ved p. And is not the faith of the report of the 


goſpel, which, you ſay, they are obliged to 


have, and act, abundantly ſufficient, to enable 
and encourage them thus to call on the name 
of the Lord ? And are they not then worthy to 
periſh in, and for that unbelief, from which 
they never aſked to be ſaved and delivered; 
and for the want of that faith, which they ne- 
ver thought worth aſking of God? 
THIRDLY, The holy ſcripture declares, that 


faith in Chriſt is a commanded duty; and 


proves that it is a work, which God, by the 


moral law, requires of all men, to whom the 


goſpel is preached, And, 

1. Tris is as clearly and fully declared in 
the holy ſcriptures, as any other duty whatſo- 
ever; which is plain from the queſtion propo- 
ſed to our Lord, and the anſwer he returned to 
it, in John vi. 28, 29. Where it is obſervable, 
that the perſons who aſked the queſtion, were 
ſuch as profeſſed themſelves to be diſciples of 


Chriſt ; 
m Ezek. xxxvi. 37. n Luke xi. 13. 2 Cor, iv. 13. 
* James 1. 5. and iv. 2, _ P” Luke xi a Rom. x. 


12, 13, 14, 15, 17. y 
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( 24 ) 
Chrift ; and yet they followed him only from 
carnal views, and for baſe and worldly ends r; 
and when they were diſappointed -of them; 
they went back, and walked no more with him :: 
by which it was manifeſt, that as Chr:i/# told 
them, though they /aw him in his perſon, mi- 


niſtry, and miracles, yet they believed not t: | 
theſe are the men who faid unto him, What 
ſhall we do, that we might work the works of 


Gd? Surely, they could not mean by this en- 
quiry, the works which God doth, and which 


are peculiar to him alone; for thoſe are works 
that can never be done by any creature: but 
they meant, the works which God required of 
them; which it was their duty to do; and 


which, being done, would be approved of by 


him, and be acceptable, and well-pleafing in 


his ſight : unto which enquiry, Jeſus anſwer- 
ed pertinently, and according to the true deſign 
of the queſtion, and faid unto them, This 1s 
the work of God, that is, the work which God 
requires of you ; which it is your duty to do, 
and which is acceptable and well-pleaſing to 
him; that ye believe on him whom he hath ſent ; 
for without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God u. 
Hence, it is evident, that believing on Chr:ff, 
is a work that God requires of them that be- 
lieve not ; but are yet under the power of a 
carnal mind, and moved by it, as the ſpring of 


their actions, even in their profeſſion of religi- 


on, and following of Chriſt : for as their en- 


quiry was not made about the works of God's 


| grace 
r John vi. 26. 5 Verſe 66. * Verſe 36. * Heb. xi. 6. 


2 


3 E 
grace in men, but about their works of duty in 
obedience to God; ſo it would not have been 


proper and pertinent to the caſe in hand, for 


the anſwer to have been given to them about 
another thing, than that which they enquired 
after: and therefore, our Lord here ſpeaks of 


faith, under the conſideration of 2 work of God, 


to which they ſtood obliged ; and not under the 


conſideration of an efficacious operation of the 
Spirit of God in men. Nor was this efficacious 


work of God in them; for if it had, Jeſus 
Chriſt would never have ſaid unto them after 
this, But I fay unto you, that ye alſo have ſeen 
me, and believe not w; nor would either any, 


or many of them, have gone back, and walked 


220 more with him x; for the faith which is of 


the operation of God, never finally forſakes 


Chriſt, nor ends ſhort of the falvation of the 


[ 


Poul v. * e 
To evidence and confirm this truth yet far- 


ther, we find in the holy ſcriptures, that faith 
in Chriſt is ſpoken of, as an act of obedience to 
the commandment of the everlaſting God; as 


it is written, — According to my goſpel, and the 


preaching of Jeſus Chriſt ; according to the re- 


velation of the myſtery, which was kept ſecret 
' ſince the wworld began; but is now made manifeſt, 


and by the ſcriptures of the prophets, according 


to the commandment of the everlaſting God, made 


known to all nations for the obedience of faith x. 


And unbelief is declared to be an act of diſo- 


D bedience, 


* Heb. xi. 36. * Ver. 66. V Heb. x. 38, 39. 1 Pet. i 56 
1 John 11. 19. * Rom. xvi. 25, 26. 
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626 
bedience, as it is written again, — But they have 
not all obeyed the goſpel; for Eſaias ſaith, Lord, 
200 hath believed our report a? and, what ſhall 
the end be of them that obey not the goſpel of © 
God b? itisanawtul queſtion ; for a moſt dread- 
ful end awaits them, and will overtake them þF 
ſhortly, when the Lord Jeſus ſball be revealed 
From heaven, with his mighty angels, in flaming 
fire taking vengeance on them —that obey not the 
goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; who ſhall be 
pumfhed with everlaſting deſtruction, from the 
preſence of the Lord, and from the glory of his 
power c. And many more places of holy ſcrip- 
ture, freely offer themſelves to prove this point; 
ſome of which will be taken notice of in what 
follows. In the mean time we obſerve, that 
thus far it is clear, namely, that believing on 
the Lord 7ejus Chriſt hath eternal ſalvation cer- 
tainly annexed to it: that this believing is a 
commanded duty, and an act of obedience, re- 
quired of all thoſe to whom the goſpel is preach- 
ed: and that not believing in Chriſt under the 
goſpel revelation, is a reproved iniquity, and is 
by the word of truth declared to be a damning 
fin, And moreover, 5 
2. Tyr holy ſcripture ſufficiently proves, 
that it is by the moral law, that God requires 
this faith of all men to whom the goſpel is 
preached : for it is moſt clear, as hath been al- 
ready ſhewed, that as to this faith and unbelicf of 
which we ſpeak, the one of them is required 
as a commanded duty; and the other is repro- 
Oo 1 
Rom. x. 16. pet. iv. 17. e 2 Theſſ. i. 7, 8, 9. 
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ved and cenſured as a forbidden iniquity, in the 
holy ſcripture ; and if the one be commanded, 
and the other forbidden there, it muſt be either * 
by the moral law that they are fo, or by the 
goſpel as a new law: for law and ooſpel com- 
prize the Whole bible. Now, 

1.) IF this faith is required, and chat un- 
belief: 3 is forbidden, by the moral law; as it is 
taken into the hand' of Chriſt, and made the 
inſtrument of his government as King of Zion; 
and as it belongs to the goſpel diſpenſation, as 
an obligatory rule of life to all them that live 
under it; then it is clear, that both this com- 
mand and prohibition extend equally to every 
creature, to whom the word of faith is preach- 
ed, without exception or limitation: for the 
ſubject of the moral law is a reaſonable crea- 
ture, conſidered as ſuch ; and it knows no dif- 
ference of elect or non-elect, regenerate or un- 
regenerate ; but what it faith to one, it faith to 
all, and dinds every one, to whom Chriſt is 
preached, as ſtrongly and indiſpenſibly to be- 
lieve in Chriſt, as to believe in God; for-as 
Chriſt is God manifeft in the fleſh d, and equal 
with God e; fo the very ſame law, that obliges 
men to believe in God, equally obliges all meg, 
to whom he is preached, to believe in Chriſt f; 
and fo to honour the Son, even as they honour the 
Father; and he that ſo honoureth not the Son, 
bonoureth not the Father which hath ſent him 8, 
Nor can any man pretend to looſe imſelf from 
this obligation, but at the expence of becoming 

D 2 a Son 
5M i Tim. iii. 16. Phil. ii, 6, f John xiv. 1. s Ch. v. 255 
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a Socinian, and denying the true and proper 


Godhead of Chriſt : for as long as Chriſi is 
God, the firſt commandment will indiſpenſibly 


oblige all thaſe who hear of him, to believe in 
him to the ſaving of the foul ; for he faith to 


every one of them, Thou ſhalt have no other 


gods before me" and then, no doubt, thou 
wilt be ſafe and happy enough; for it is only 
mens cleaving to, and truſting in gods that can- 


not ſave i, that ruins them. But, 

(2.) IF this faith be the command and re- 
quirement of the goſpel, as a new law, ſpeci- 
fically and fandamentally different from the 


moral law ; then all the dangerous errors, of 


which that notion is prolifick, flaw in upon us, 
like a flood, to carry us away, and there is no 
withſtanding them. To inſtance in one out of 
many: If faith in Chr:? be a work of the go- 
ſpel, as a new law; then we can never prove 
by the word of Gad, that it is not the matter 
of our juſtification before God ; for no works 
are by the word of God excluded, from being 
the matter of our juſtification in his fight, but 


the works of the law only*, And hence, tho' I 


firmly believe, and therein greatly rejoice, that 
the bleſſed object of ſaving faith, the Lord Je- 
fus Chrijt and his righteoujneſs, is wholly of 
goſpel revelation, without the law! : and that 


the grace of faith, through which we are fa- 


ved, is the gift of God on the behalf of Cbriſt; 


* Exod. XX. 3. i Tſai, xlv. 20, 21, 22. E Gal. ii. 16. 
Rom. iii. 20. Gal. iii. 11. Phil, iii. 9. Rom. iii. 21, 222 


23, 24, 25, 20, 


La 
and a fruit of the Spirit of Chriſt, and not of 
our ſelves ; as hath been before declared: yet 


I am equally obliged to believe, that the obli- 


gation to, and the act and work of the very 


lame faith, conſidered as a duty, is the require- 


ment of the moral law: for it is as ſuch, that 
it doth, and no other way, that it can ſtand ex- 
cluded, by the word of God, from being the 


matter of our juſtification before God; Which 


matter of juſtification, faith hath not, nor can 


ever find in itſelf; but only in its glorious ob- 


je@Þ. i Moreawetr. i 
FouRTHLY, For any man to affirm, that 
this faith in Chriſt is not required by the mo- 


ral law, is no leſs than in effect to oppoſe and 


contradict the expreſs. word of God, ſpoken 
to us by Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, by his beloved 
diſciple John, and by the great apoſtle Paul; 


three faithful, true, and unexceptionable wit- 


neſſes, abundantly ſufficient to eſtabliſh this 
truth; and by whoſe joint teſtimony we are 
aſſured, that his 7s God's commandment, that 


we ſbould believe on the name of his Son Feſus 


Chrift, and love one another, as he gave us com- 
mandment en: and that the. law is good, if a man 


_ aſe it lawfully : in order to aſcertain and ſecure 


which lawful uſe of it, and to prevent ſwerv- 
ing from its proper end, and abuſing it #0 vain 


jangling, it is premiſed and prefixt, that the end 


of the commandment ig charity, out of a pure 
beart, a good conſtience, and faith unfeigned o; 

| 5 5 | Deen 
n Rom. x. 4. and v. 19. and iii. 24, 25, 26. er. xxiii. 6. 


1 Cor. i. 30. If. xlv. 24, 25. 1 x Joh. iii. 23. ® 2 Fun. 
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686), 
even the fame unfeigned faith which dwelt in 
fuch eminent believers as Lois, Eunice, and 
Timothy * ; and that was faithwhich is in Chriſt. 
Jeſus, and through which men are made ſe 
unto ſakvation® ; and which whoſoever is with- 
out under the goſpel, - he falls ſhort'of coming 
up to the end of the commandment, which 
requires it: in which, both theſe great apoſtles 
ſpeak the language of their and our Lord and 
Maſter, who hath told us, that faith is a weigh- 
55, yea a veightier matter of the law ; and join- 
ed with judgment, mercy, and the love of God; 
and adds, theſe things ought ye, phariſees and 
hypocrites,” to have done; and declares, that a 
dreadful ⁊boe is due unto thoſe, who :omif and 
paſs over them r. From all which teſtimonies 
it appears, that faith, or believing on the Son 
of God, which, whoſoever doth, we have good 
witneſs, ſball receive the remiſſion of ſins , and 
whoſoever doth not, hall die in his fins t; I ſay 
it appears hence, that this unfeigned faith is 
commanded by the ſame God, and required by 
the ſame law, and of the ſame perſons, with 
judgment, mercy, and the love of God and 
one another; which by an infallible expoſitor 
are delivered unto us, as the ſum of the moral 
law®: and for any man to ſeparate them one 


from the other, in point of obligation, is to put 


aſunder what God hath joined together; and 
not only ſo, but it is to make void all obliga- 
tions at once; and to open the door to all un- 


godlineſs 
i. . 4 Ch i. 5. Math. 23. 
Luk, xi. 42. At. X. 43. * Joh, vill. 24, 


» Math, xxil. 37, 38, 39, 40. 
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Lodlineſs | and unrighteouſneſs, x both of heart 


and life. For if it be no duty to believe, then 
it can be no ſin not to believe on the name of 
the Son of God, with that unfeigned faith, 

which by him receives the remiſſion of ſins: 
and then it unavoidably follows, that all injuſ- 
tice, cruelty, and uncharitableneſs; ; the hatred 
of God, and one another; a filthy heart, and 
a bad conſcience, are, no fins; for all theſe 
wicked works af the fleſh are forbidden, and, 
their contraries required, only by the fame law, 


that equally commands faith, and forbids un- 


belief. 
Nox is it to any good wen or of any 


weight at all in this. caſe, to object; that this. 


faith is the gift of God, peculiar to the elect, 
the fruit of the ſpirit; and we are not able of 
our ſelves ſo to believe; and therefore it is not 
our duty: for all this is equally true of all o- 
ther ſpiritual bleſſings, ſuch as repentance to- 
wards God, and from dead works; the love of 
God; the fear of God; and of all the reſt of 
the fruits of the ſpirit recited in Gel. v. 24. 23. 
and if, för theſe reaſons, they are not duties in- 
cumbent upon us, then for men to live in the 
neglect and contempt of them, is no crime; 
and impenitency in iniquity, enmity againſt 
God, all the oppoſites to the fear of God, and 
all the raſh paſſionate contentions, frowardneſs, 
rage, and intemperance that every where a- 
bound in the world, are no ſins. And if our 


incapacity to avoid lin, or perform duty, bea 


ſufficient — from our obligation to theſe 
: 1 ching; ; 
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things; then men have neither duty to do, nor 

uniſ{hment to fear; for the /aw is made void, 
and hath no ſtrength left to bind us, either to 
the one, or to the other; for ſin can neither be 
committed, nor imputed, where there is no lau. 
And according to this wretched way of argu- 
ing, let but the ſinner put himſelf out of a ca- 


pacity to yield due obedience, and then all is 


at an end; for he hath no more either to do 


or ſuffer. But if our being without ſtrength, 
could have cleared and ſecured us at this rate; 
then ſure, Chriſt had no occaſion to die for 
the ungodly, when they were without ſtrength x, 
for by this argument the law could have no- 
thing to ſay to them; and if it had no demands 


on the principals, it could have none on their 


ſurety. But though, bleſſed be God, I read of 
ſome happy ſouls, who are redeemed from the 
curſe of the Iawy ; yet I read of none, who are 
delivered from an obligation of conformity 


and obedience to it. 


FIFTHLY, Thoſe who appear moſt warm 
againſt faith in Chriſt being a duty, do yet own 
and acknowledge that faith to be the duty of 
all men, to whom the goſpel 1s preached, 
Which the ſcripture declares is a ſaving faith: 
and therefore, in vain do they pretend and plead, 
that the faith which is a duty, and the faith 
which is ſaving, are two different kinds of faith, 
For they conſtantly maintain, that unconverted 
ſinners ought to believe all that is reported by 


the goſpel, concerning Feſus Chriſt, and God's 


deſign 


„ x Joh iii.4, Rom. iv. 15. and v. 13. 1 Cor. xv, 56. 
Rom. v. 6, ? Gal, NL 13. | 


WJ 


. 

deſign by him; and that the contrary is a ſin. 
So that, by their own account of the matter, it 
is the duty of unconverted ſinners to believe all 
that is declared in the holy ſcriptures, concern- 
ing the perſon, the offices, the incarnation, the 
life, death, reſurrection, aſcenſion, and inter- 
ceſſion of Chriſt; and concerning the bleſſed 
fruits of them, as preached by the goſpel to 
every creature, and received by all them that 
believe. Now I cannot but conclude, that 
the faith, to which God in his word hath an- 
nexed the fame promiſes and declarations of 
grace and glory, is a faith of the ſame kind, 
and /ike precious faith: and if we there find, 
that he hath annexed the ſame exceeding great 
and precious promiſes, to the faith which they 
maintain conſtantly to be the duty of uncon- 
verted ſinners; then it is undoubtedly of the 
ſame kind, and alike precious, with that faith, 
which they as conſtantly deny to be their daty. 
Let us then enquire, and ſee; and behold, it 
is written, Whoſoever believeth that Jeſus is the 
Chriſt, is born of God; and this is the victory 
that overcometh the world, even our faith; who 
7s be that overcometh the world, but he that be- 
lieveth that Jeſus is the Son of God? Theſe 
things are written, that ye might believe that 
Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son of God; and that 
believing ye might have life through his name a. 
He ſaith unto them, But whom ſay ye that Tam? 
And Simon Peter anſwered and ſaid, Thou art 
Chriſt the Son of the living God. And Jeſus 
; E anſwered. 

1 John v. 1, 4, 5. John xx. 31. 
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anſwered, and ſaid unta him, Bleſſed art thou, 
Simon Barjona; 3 for fleſh and blood hath not re- 
vealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in 
heaven. And I jay unto thee, That thou art 
Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, 
ond the gates of hell ſball not prevail againſt it b. 
— See here 1s water ; what doth hinder me to be 
beptized? And Philip ſaid, If thou beheveſt 
with all thine heart, thou mayeſt. And he an- 
ſwered, and ſaid, 1 believe that Jeſus Chriſt zs 


the Son of God.— And he baptized him e. That 


is the word of faith which ae preach, that if 
thou ſhalt confeſs with thy mouth the Lord Jeſus, 


and ſhalt believe in thine heart that God rai d 


bim from the dead, thou ſhalt be ſuved a. Now 


here isa faith which the holy Jeſus, and the holy 


Ghoſt aſſure us, that whoſoever hath is born of 


God; overcomes the world ; hath life; is bleſſed; 


may be baptized ; and ſhall be ſaved. Yea, here 
is the faith, by means of which Chriſt builds 
his church on the bleſſed object of it, himſelf, 
as the ſpiritual Rock and firm foundation; and 
againſt which the gates of hell ſhall not prevail : 

for it is expreſsly declared to be the very faith 


/ God's elect, whom God hath from the begin- 


ning choſen to ſalvation, through the belief and 
acknowledging of the truth, which is after god- 
lineſs ; whereunto he calls them by our 8 to 
the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; and by which they are preſerved from 
the poſſibility of being deceived "ny falſe Chriſts, 

and 


. e.. Acts viii. 36, 37, 38. Rom. 
x. 8, 9. in. 2 Phe . 1 14 


i 
and falſe prophets f; M being Lept by the power of 
God, through faith unto ſalvation 8: fo that 
whoſoever hath this faith, needs not to look 
for another. And yet, all this faith appears, 
in every text above recited, to be no other 
faith, than the very ſame which theſe men 
conſtantly maintain, is the duty of unregene- 
rate men: ſo that the very ſame faith which 
God pronounceth faving, they aſſert to be the 
duty of all them that have the word preached 
unto them. And hence it is evident, that the 
faith which is the gift of God, and the faith 
which is the duty of men, are not two diffe- 
rent kinds of faith; but the very ſame faith 
under two different Conſiderations: : in the one 
view, it is conſidered as a duty required by the 
law; in the other, as a grace beſtowed by the 
| gofpel. And indeed if it were not a duty, it 

could not be a grace; that is, if faith was not 
required of 'us by the law, it could be no fa- 
vour nor benefit to us at all to have it. For, 
 SIXTHLY, Such a faith, repentance, love, 
and fear of God, as are no duties required by 
the law of God, can have no concern at all in 
the holineſs and happineſs of men ; and there- 
fore, if the faith, repentance, love, and fear of 
God, of which theſe men ſpeak, are: not the 
very fame faith, repentance, love, and fear of 
God, that are required of men, and which 
they ſtand indiſpenſiblyobliged to have, and act, 
by the holy moral law of God; then they are 
a faith, repentance, love, and fear, that have 


2. no 
F Marth. xxiv. 24. e 


28 
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no concern at all, either in our holineſs or hap- 


pineſs; and whether we have, or want them, 
is of no conſequence at all, either to the one, 
or to the other: for if we have them, we are 
never the better for them; nor if we want 


them, are we the worſe; as will fully appear, 


by viewing each of them i in particular. For, 
1. ALL the holineſs and righteouſneſs of 
man, conſiſts in his conformity to the image, 
likeneſs, and law of God, in principle and 
practice, diſpoſition and converſation. In this 
image and likeneſs of God, man was created h; 
and ſtands indiſpenſibly obliged to remain and 


act according to it, in knowledge, righteouſ- 


neſs, and true holineſs. “ And if any perſon 
e hath this divine impreſs n him, he hath 
no need of regeneration, y cy 18 undoubtedly 
fit for the enjoyment of God, whoſe ſhining 
image he bears. A communication of holi- 
neſs to him is unneceſſary; he hath perfect 
purity of heart already. — Such a man can- 
not be the ſubject of regeneration, take it in 
what view ſoever you ſhall pleaſe ; either as 
the infuſion of good habits, or as a reforma- 
tion of life; becauſe he is not the ſubject of 
any evil habits; and. his conduct, in all re- 
** ſpeas, has correſponded with the holy prin- 
** ciples, from which he acted 1 in every part of 
cc it i. 12 | 
HENCE, it is plain chat the neceſſity of re- 
generation, ariſeth from the degeneracy of hu- 
man nature, and the loſs of che divine image 
| by 
Gen. i. ** 27. i Mr. Brine's Anſw. to Pofter, p. 112,113, 
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by fin: and alſo, that regeneration, or new 
creation, for the matter of it, according to the 

_ expreſs word of God, is no other than being 
renewed in the ſpirit of your mind. Thus the 
apoſtle Paul expreſſes it, that ye put on the new. 
man, which after God 1s created in righteouſneſs, 
and true holineſs k. And thoſe who are riſen 
with Chriſt have. put on the new man, which is 
renewed in knowledge, after the image of him 
that created him l. It is the renewing of the Holy 
Gboſt m. And that it is, for the matter of it, 
the very fame original image of God, in which 
man was at firſt created, is plain, both from 
the fo often repeated word [renewed] for reno- 
vation is not the making, producing, or bling⸗ 
ing into exiſtence, a thing that never was in be- 
ing before: but it is a new framing, of that 
which hath once exiſted; but hath been ſpoil- 
ed, and defaced: and alſo, from this cogent 
and demonſtrative argument, That it is neither 
poſfible in the nature of the thing, nor any 
where declared in the word of God, that there 
ſhould be two ſpecifically different images, of 
the moral per fections of God, impreſt upon a 
reaſonable creature; any more than that there 
are two Gods, poſſeſt of two different kinds of 
moral perfections: and therefore we are aſſured, 
that thoſe who with open face behold the glory 
of the Lord, are changed into the ſame, and not 
into another image, by the Spirit of the Lord n. 
And we hope no man will deny, that all men 


ſtand 
* Eph. iv. 23, 24. Col. fi. 1, 10. ® Tit. ii. 5, 
® 2 Cor. ww. 18. | . | 
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ſtand indiſpenſibly obli ged to bear this divine 
image, they being all — the ſame obligati- 
on; be not conformed to the world; ſaith the a- 

le, but be. ye transformed by the renewing o 
3 mind: otherwiſe, their 3 —.— 
to the world, Who are without this change, 
would not be their fin j becauſe the contrary is 
not their reaſonable ſeruice o. But if there be a 
faith, repentance, love, and fear of God that | 
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are no duties, then they have no part, nor gon- 
cern, in that image o, God, conſiſting in n. 
ledge, righteouſneſs, and true bolineſs; unto a 
conformity to which all men ſtand indiſpenſibly 

obliged; and which is renewed by the Holy Ghoſt, 
in all them that are born again; nor can they 

| have any goodneſs, righteouſneſs; - or truth in 
them; as all the fruits of the ſpirit have p. For | 
al goodneſs, righteouſneſs, and truth in men, 

have reſpe& unto, and are to: be meaſured by 
ſome obligatory rule ; which gan be no other, 
chan that /aw and commandment. of God, which 
is ſpiritual, holy, juſt, and good a: for where there 

zs nd law, there is no tranſgreſſion r; no good 
nor evil, righteouſneſs nor wickedneſs, truth 


—̃ rae 


mie 
— — 


"Y nor error, but all things are alike, indifferent ; 

93 and it is no way criminal, either to have and 

bh do, or to want and neglect this or that; for In 

4 7s not, cannot be imputed, then and where there 5 
. is no lat s: neither can there be any holineſs, | 

N . 

i where there is no obligatory rule or Randard, | 

* to ie it, and meaſure it ot 80 that it is 

5 | i. 1, 2. > Eph. v. 9. à Rom. vii. 12, 14. 

* | r Ch. iv. 15, * Rom: v. 13. 9 


| ( 39) / 
clear, that a faith, repentance, love, and fear, 
to which men do not ſtand obliged, can have 
no concern in our holineſs 2 An, 
2. Wr may be happy without, and cannot 


be miſerable for want of a faith, repentance, 


love, and fear of God, that are no duties: for 


law and juſtice can never curſe and condemn us, 
for the want, or not doing, of what they never 


required of us; fo that here we are for ever ſafe, 
and have nothing to fear. And if we have all 


that the law requires of us, as matter of duty, 


we need not to be at all concerned about what 
is not ſo required: for we ſtand intitled to all 
without it, which the law promiſes to the doer 
of it; and that is no leſs than life ſpiritual and 
eternal ; anda greater happineſs we cannot have. 
So that if there by a faith, repentance, love, 


or fear of God, which the law doth not re- 


quire of us as duties, they are of no moment 
to us at all; for we may be as happy without 
them, as ever we can be with them. 

Fo that life is promiſed to the doer of the 
law, is expreſly aſſerted over and over. The 
man that doth theſe things ſhall live in them*, 
And that ſpiritual and eternal, as well as tem- 
poral life, is included in this promiſe of the 


law, is evidently and undeniably implied, in 


the threatning of death, annexed to the ſame 
law in caſe of diſobedience; and was alſo con- 
firmed by the viſible pledge of the tree of liſe, 
in the midjt of the garden u: for death, which 

| ++ Tb 


t Lev. xvii. 5,  Ezek. XX. 11. Rom. X. 5. Gal. 
Hi. 12. u Gen, ii. 9. 


neither he, nor any of them, could ever be 


| T6} 


is a privation of life, could not be threatned 


nor executed, where there was no life, either 
in poſſeſſion or in promiſe ; for that which never 
lived can never die: and conſequently, if Adam, 
and all men in him, were not actually poſſeſt of 
a divine and ſpiritual life, even the life of God; 
aliendted from the life of God; for where there 
hath been no poſſeſſion, there can be no aliena- 
tion; and then there neither is, nor ever poſ- 


ſibly could be, any ſuch thing in the world as 


ſpiritual death, or a being dead in treſpaſſes and 


ins: for if men were not ſpiritually alive, be- 


fore ſin entered into the world, they could 


never by its entrance become dead in treſpaſſes 
and fins; for what was not alive, could not die, 


_ An» if eternal life in heaven; or, which is 
all one, the felicitous fruition of God; for 
whom have I in heaven but thee" ? ſays the 
plaſmiſt; if this, Iſay, was not included in the pro- 
miſe, to be enjoyed on condition of due obedience; 
then eternal death in hell, or the execution of 
that ſentence, depart from me ye curſed into ever- 
laſting fire, was not included in the threatning 
againſt diſobedience : for what was not life in 


the promiſe, could not be death in the threat- 


ning. And whoſoever denies that Adam had 
{piritual life in poſſeſſion, and eternal life in 
promiſe, before the fall; muſt neceſſarily fall 
in with the opinion, that temporal death was 
only threatned, and temporal life was only for- 
feited, by the fall; and teach men, that ſpiri- 

tual 


» Pfalm Ixxiii. 2 5. 
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tual death is nothing but an idle dream, and 
eternal death in hell a meer fiction: for if the 
firſt ſin did not deſerve, nor was threatened 
with eternal death, it will be no difficult ching 
to demonſtrate, that no other fin can ever de- 
ſerve, or be threatened with it. 

Bor to put this matter for ever out of all 
diſpute, that the very ſame eternal life that is; 
preached by Jeſus Chrijt himſelf, is promiſed; 
by the law to the doer of it, we have the teſti- 
mony of the faithful and true witneſs to two 
ſeveral men, who hearing him in his ſermons 
often ſpeaking of eternal life, and being deſi- 
rous to obtain it, the one of them came to 
him, with the important queſtion in his mouth, 
Good maſter, what good thing ſhall 1 do, that I 
may have eternal life? Unto — he anſwer- 
ed, If thou wilt enter intolife, keep the command- 
ments *, Which anſwer was ſuitable to his 
temper, who expected to obtain eternal life by 
his own —_ works; and was deſigned to con- 
vince him, as the ſequel ſhews, of his miſtake 
in ſeeking it this way ; ; not becauſe the law had 
not power to beſtow it, for that Chr:/t intimates 
here, and affirms in the next caſe, it had; but 
becauſe he failed in keeping it, and therefore 
could not enter into life eternal that way. The 
other man was à certain lawyer, who ſtood up 
and tempted him, ſaying, What fhall I ds to in- 
berif eternal life? He ſaid unto him, What ts 
written in the law? How readeſt thou? Aud be 
anſwering, a, Thou _—_ love the Lord 6 y 


. Math kin 16, 17. 5 


48) 

God with all thy heart, and with all thy ſoul, 
and with all thy ſtrengtb, and with all thy mind, 
and thy neighbour as thyſelf. And he ſaid unto 
him; Thou haſt anſwered right : this do, and 
thou ſhalt live y. | | . 

ITE us it is clear, that the only reaſon why 
the law cannot give life eternal, is not owing 


to any weakneſs in itſelf, but becauſe it is be- 


come weak through the fleſh *. For it will re- 
main an eternal truth, that tbe doer of the law 


ſhall be juſtiſied a; though it is equally true, 


that no man, ſince the fall, ever was, or can 
be juſtified by the works of the law in the fight 
of God ; becauſe he hath not done, nor can 


do, any works anſwerable to the demands of 


the — 1 and holy law of God, whoſe com- 
mandment is exceeding broad b. 


Bur it is evident from what hath been 
ſaid, that no more is neceſſary to our eternal 


life and happineſs, than what is required of us 
by the law ; and that what is not fo required of 
us, can have no concern in, nor can the want 


of it be any hindrance at all to our eternal hap- 
pineſs; which was the thing to be proved. 

And hence it is clear, that a faith which is not 
a a duty, can have no concern at all in our holi- 


neſs or happineſs. 

Wricny may be ſtill farther confirmed, 
from the account the ſcripture gives us of what 
Chriſt is to us; for if eternal life was not pro- 
miſed in the law, then Chri/#, who is the only 

| ; 2H: doer 


„Luke x. 25, 26. 27, 28. * Rom. viii. 2. Chap. it, 13. 
b Pſalm cxix. 96. a 


( 43) 
doer of it, could not by his obedience to it in 
our ſtead procure eternal life for us; nor could 
we, by the obedience of this one, be ſo made 
righteous ©, that being juſtified by his grace and 
blood d, we ſhould be made heirs according to the 
hope of eternal life ©; that ſo grace might reign 
through righteouſneſs unto eternal life, by Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord f. But it is written, Chriſt zs 
the end of the law for righteouſneſs to every one 
that believeth 8; who of God is made unto us 
wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and ſanctification, and 
redemption h (of the inheritance that was ſold | ) 
that the righteouſneſs of the law might be fulfilled 

in us, who walk not after the fleſh, but after the 
| ſhurit k; and that the promiſe of eternal inberi- 
tance might be received by them that are called). 
J Which being added to the foregoing account of 
the work of the Spirit in our regeneration and 
new creation, we are by both together moſt 

_ plainly taught, that all that Chriſt is made unto 
us, and all that the Holy Spirit doth in us, is 
no other than what the law of God requireth 
of us : for the whole extent, deſign, and intent 
of the work of Chriſt for us, and of the Spirit 

| of Chriſt in us, is declared and affirmed to be, 
the end of the law for righteouſneſs, and that the 
righteouſneſs of the law might be fulfilled in us. 
So that thoſe who will have a faith and a righ- 
teouſneſs, which the law of God doth not re- 
quire of us, muſt look out for another Feſus, 


FP. 2 and 
© Rom. v. 19. 4 Ver. 9. © Tit. iii. 7. f Rom. v. 20. 
8 Rom. x. 4. Þ 1 Cor. i. 30. i Lev. xxv. 23, 24» Gre 


* Rom, viii. 3, 4. | Heb. ix. 15. 
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and another Spirit, to be the authors of them, 
and for another goſpel m to reveal them unto us: 


and when they have done all this, ſtill that un- 


required faith, and uncommanded righteouſ- 
neſs, will be of no uſe to us, nor can have any 
concern at all in our holineſs or happineſs, un- 
til they have alſo found another law, that re- 
quires them as neceſſary thereunto. 

Bur for a concluſion of this argument, we 


deſire and earneſtly intreat you all, to obſerve 


and remember, that we do not fay, that any 
man is obliged to believe in Chriſt, or to do any 
other good work, or ſpiritual holy action, by 
his own power, independent of the grace of 
God : no, we deny all ſuch poſitions abſolute- 
ly as falſe and unſcriptural, and all the aſſu- 


ming and groundleſs principles from which they 


flow ; and are always ready to afhrm and prove, 
that no man 1s able to do theſe things of 
_ himſelf, without the aſſiſtance of the grace of 
God; for which all thoſe who live under the 
goſpel, are bound to wait on him in the dili- 
gent uſe of his appointed means. But for any 
man to meaſure the ſinner's obligation by his ca- 
pacity to anſwer it, and to infer, that he is not 
bound, becauſe he is not able, from a ſelf-ſuf- 
ficiency, to do theſe things, is at once to ex- 
cuſe him from all fin, and looſe him from all 
duty, and utterly to make void the whole law 
of God for ever. We know that we are not 
ſufficient of ourſeFves, to think any thing as of 
ourfebves n; but we dare not therefore ſay, that 
it 


Sor. Il. 4. a 2 Cor. iii. 5. 
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it is no ſin for us, not to have God in all our 


thoughts o; for we are equally aſſured, that the 


thought of fooliſhneſs is ſin * We fully believe, 
that ww/thout Chriſt we can do nothing q: but we 


dare not from hence draw the wicked inference, 


that the ſinner, who is without Chriſt r, ſtands 
obliged to do nothing, and therefore can be 
guilty of no fin in negledting ſo great ſalvations. 
We know that we were without ſtrength t; 


but we cannot therefore conclude, that we 


were without fin; which yet we muſt cer- 
tainly be, if we ſtood bound to no duty. More- 
over, we know, not only that it is impoſſible 
for the ſinner to looſe himſelf from the obliga- 
tion to keep the whole law; but alſo, that it is 
impoſſible that God himſelf ſhould ever looſe 


him from it: for fo to do, is quite inconſiſtent 


with his own glorious perfections, and would 


be totally ſubverſive of all his rights of moral 
government ; which he can never part with, 


nor contradict: for he cannot deny himſelf, 
nor ceaſe to be God over all : and therefore, he 
can never looſe a reaſonable creature from his 


obligation to love him above all, as the beſt of 
Beings ; to chuſe him before all, as the higheſt 


happineſs ; to believe him in all that he de- 
clares, as the fountain of truth; to obey him 
in all that he requires, as the ſovereign Lawgi- 


ver; to ſubmit to him in all his diſpoſals, as the 
ſupreme Lord ; to depend upon and truſt in 


him 
* Fam. © 4.: : * Prov. xxit; 9 4 John xv. 55 
t Eph. ii. 12. Hei it, „ t Rom. v. 6. 


and iv. 15. 
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him at all times, and for all good things, as the 
firſt cauſe, and the giver of every good and 


perfect gift; and to be for, and live to him a- 
lone, as the laſt end, that God in all things may 
by glorified : and therefore, whatſoever changes 
befall, or paſs upon a reaſonable creature in o- 
ther reſpects, this obligation ſtill remains upon 
him, indiſpenſibly and perpetually, to the ut- 


moſt extent of his eternal exiſtence. And there- 
fore, 5 


| 


SEVENTHLY, It is no where declared, af- 
firmed, nor taught in the word of God, that 
faith in Chriſt is not a duty; or that it is not 
the duty of thoſe to whom he is made known, 
to believe in Chriſ; nor that it is not the duty 
of every creature, no nor of any creature, to 
whom the goſpel is preached, to believe in the 
name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to the ſaving 


of the ſoul. After above forty years daily ſearch 


of the holy ſcriptures, I have never yet found 
the place where it is written, I is not the duty 
of thoſe who have à bible to believe in Chriſt: or, 
it is not the duty of thoſe to whom the word 
of faith is preached to believe in, and confeſs 
Chriſt, with that faith, whereby with the heart 
man believeth unto righteouſneſs, and with the 
mouth confeſſion is made unto ſalvation o. I have 
aſked thoſe who hold, and endeavour to pro- 
pagate this opinion, What is written in the old 
and new teſtament ? How readeſt thou? But 
none of them have yet been able to ſhew me, 
where it is written, Thou ſhalt not, thou oughteſt 


Not 
® Rom. x. 10. 
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not to believe in Chriſt ; or, it is not the duty o 

men who live under the goſpel, to believe in, and 
receive the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. So that I think 
I may boldly conclude, that it is no where fo 

written in the book of God. And hence I infer, 
1. THAT thoſe who affirm, and teach men, 
that ſaving faith in Chriſt is not a duty, as they 
have taken upon them to preach another goſpel 
than that which is written in the ſcriptures ; fo 
they muſt furniſh themſelves with another, and 
a new bible, that hath never yet appeared in the 
world, before they can ever bring, Thus ſaith 
the Lord, or, it is written, to prove their doc- 
trine : and before any of thoſe, who have a 
due regard to the oracles of God, as the onl 

ground and rule of their faith, will ever em 


* brace and entertain it. | 


2. THAT whoever teacheth, in matters of 
eternal concernment, a faith that is not a duty 
and an unbelief that is not a fin ; the faith an 
unbelief of which he ſpeaks, are no where to 
be found in the oracles of God : and as, they 
are of his own invention and contrivance, he 
may form and faſhion them to his mind and 
fancy, and put what image and ſuperſcription 
upon them he pleaſes: but thoſe who look for 
their religion in the bible, and prove all things 
by that ſacred touchſtone, will never ſee rea- 
ſon to be in love with them, nor to receive 
them as current coin ; but will call and treat 
them as reprobate ſilver. And fo they will do 
by all the other numerous, unwritten, negative 

propoſitions of this ſet of men. And _ 

ore, 
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ore, let all men, who are not willing to be 


impoſed upon, make it their care and practice, 


to imitate and follow the commendable and 
ſafe example of the noble Bereans, who tho' 
they had Paul for their preacher, would receive 
nothing upon truſt, even from him without 
trial; but ſearched the ſcriptures dai ly, wherber 


thoſe things were ſo p. For, 


. WRANGLING and ſtriving about words 
to no profit, and ſeeking to evade the force of 
plain ſcripture, by diſtinctions and conſequences 
of mens deviſing, and ſaying, Thus ſaith the 


Lord, when the Lord hath not ſpoken ; e 
they may perplex the weak, 5 ſtagger t 


unſtable; yet they will never induce thoſe to 


ſhift their ground, who build heir faith on the 


foundation of the apoſtles and prophets; and 


know that every principle and practice in religi- 
on, ſtands on nothing but finking izad, which 
hath not, thus ſaith the Lord, and it is written, 
to ſupport them. 

E16uTHLY, The only argument produced 
to prove, that faith in Chri/t is not a duty, is 
both unſcriptural, and utterly deſtructive of all 
true religion: as will fully appear in the fol- 
lowing examination of it. 

AN p, becauſe thoſe who are reſolved to 
maintain, that faith in Chriſt is not a duty, 
can find no word of God to prove their poſiti- 


on, or to defend their notion, they are at 


laſt conſtrained to ſeek another foundation; and 
have determined, for want of a better ſupport, 
to 


„Act. xvii, 11. 


(49) 
to venture the weight of their whole building 
on the crazy bottom of one ſingle human argu- 
ment, which, in a few plain words, is only this: 
Adam had not faith in Chrift, nor was obliged 
to have it, before the, fall; and neither did, 
nor could loſe it, either for himſelf, or for his 
offspring; and therefore none of his fallen po- 
ſterity are obliged to believe in Citi. And 
ſince ſo great a ſtreſs is laid upon this argu- 
ment, it may not be improper for us to try the 
ſtrength of it, and ſee what wonders it can 
Work. And to this end, I deſire that the fol- 
lowing things may be duly weighed, and ſeri- 
_ ouſly conſidered by us, before we admit it for 
cogent and concluſive. And, 
1. I MusT put you in mind again, that this 
argument is ſo wretched and defenceleſs, that 
it hath not one, Thus /aith the Lord, or, It ts 
written, in the whole Book of God to ſupport 
it ; for we do not therein meet with one word, 
of the faith that Adam had before the fall: it 
1s not ſo much as mentioned, one way nor other, 
in the whole bible. But when men are grown 
wiſe above what is written, and have laid down 
a poſition, that is no where to be found in the 
word of God]; it is but agreeable to their firſt 
undertaking, to end as they began, and leave 
the whole weight of their building to reſt ; or 
rather, to ſink and fall, on the ſandy founda- 
tion of a meer human argument. For as it is 
| moſt evident, that herein they do not; ſo. they 
do hereby even declare, that they cannot either 
build, or be built, on the ſure and firm foun- 
Es dation 
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ation of the prophets and apoltles, who, in 
all their writings, have never {poken fo much 


as one ſingle word of this matter. And, 


2. I DESIRE it may be well obſerved, that 
if this argument, vis, What Adam had, we all 
had | in him ; and what Adam loſt, we all loſt 
in him; and are become debtors to God on 
both accounts; but Adam had not a faving, 
confirming, and erſevering faith in Chriſt be- 
fore the fall, and did not loſe it for his poſte- 


rity; therefore, they are not debtors to God 


for, nor obliged to have and act ſuch a faith 
fince the fall: I fay, if this argument be ad- 


\ mitted as cogent and concluſive, it will equally 


and unavoidably prove a number of other pro- 
poſitions, that are utterly ſubverſive of all true 


religion, both natural and revealed; and will 
effectually ſupport and defend the wort errors 


and vices upon earth. A ſpecimen of which 


will more than ſufficiently appear, in the fol- 
lowing inſtances. 


1.) HEREBY deiſm will be invincibly eſta- 


| blithed for ever; and all the deiſts and infidels 
in the world will need no more, to clear them 
of all fin, and ſecure them againſt all fear of 


puniſhment, for their diſbelief and contempt of 


all divine revelation” for it is fully as clear, 


and demonſtrably evident, that Adam before 
the fall had not, nor we in him, the faith of 


the report of the goſpel concerning the perſon 


of Jeſus Chriſt, God-man; nor concerning his 


work and office, as Mediator and Suviour, Pro- 
Phet, Prieſt, and King; and did not loſe this 


faith 
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faith by the fall; and therefore his fallen po- 


ſterity are not debtors to God for this faith, nor 
bound to believe one tittle of the goſpel revela- 


tion, nor are they guilty of any ſin, nor char- 


geable with any crime, in not believing it, 

while they remain in unregeneracy ; which, 1 
ſuppoſe, will be as long as they abide in unbe- 
lief. And fo they, and their infidelity, are all 
at once, and for ever, vindicated and juſtified 
by an argument, which, perhaps, not one of 
them ever did, or would have thought of, if 
it had not deen framed for them, and put into 
their mouths, by thoſe who profeſs a regard to 
divine revelation ; but they have hereby, be- 
trayed the cauſe, they profeſs to eſpouſe, into 
the enemy's hand, and have furniſhed the ad- 
verſary, with an argument againſt both it and 
dente which, upon their own principles, 
they can never anſwer, nor evade. 

(2.) Tris argument, as it is e from, 
ſo 1 : will equally ſerve to prove and ſupport the 
corrupt doctrines of Arminius, and of thoſe who 
embrace his ſcheme. That it is borrowed from 
Arminius, and was the grand foundation upon 
which he built the fabrick of his notions, we 
have the teſtimony of the learned Peter du 
Moulin, in his Anatomy of Armimianiſm, p. 73, 
Sc. of the learned Mr. Norton, in his Ortho- 
dox Froangeliſt, p. 205. and alſo of twelve 
Scots miniſters, in their Anſwer to twelve que- 
ries, printed 1722, who tell us, P. 16. that 
* here Arminius laid the foundation of his rot- 
ten principles, Adam (ſaid he) had nat 

| 81 power 


. 
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4 power to believe i in Chriſt, becuith he "OY 
* ed him not; nor was he bound ſo to believe, 


* becauſe the law required it not : therefore 


Adam, by his fall, did not loſe it.“ So that 
thoſe who uild thiir notlens upon the baſis of 
this argument, are beholden to Arminius for 
their foundation, and join with him in raiſing 
their fu Hradure upon it, though they | pre- 
tend to ſhape it in a different form, And in- 
deed, ſuch a rotten foundation is as fit to build 
one fort of rotten principles upon, as another ; 
and all principles are worthy to be i de 


that haye no better e to ſupport 
them. 


(3.) By this argument, all the ALE 


principles, and vicious practices of true and pro- 
per Antinomians, and lawleſs libertines, have an 
agreeable fanQuary rovided for them to retreat 
unto, and ſhelter themſelves in, ſafe and ſe- 
cure from all obligations to holineſs and righ- 
teouſneſs of any kind, and from all liableneſs 
to puniſhment for the contrary evils, . For it is 


manifeſt, that Adam before the fall e. not a 


wer, nor we in him, if he ſinned and fell 
from his ſinleſs purity and perfection, to riſe 


again; to knock off the chains and fetters of 


fin and Satan; to return again to his due alle- 
tance to Gd, and to enter into a new eſtate 
and courſe of ſinleſs holineſs and perfect obedi- 
ence; and therefore did not loſe this power for him- 
ſelf, nor for his poſterity. And toinfer from hence, 
as this argument teacheth men to do, chat 
therefore the PR” of fallen Adam ere not 
debtors 


Sund and rebellion againſt God, and their 
1 


at all. ad once power to 
keep his heart and hands clean, and loſt it; yet 
he never had power, if they were once defiled 
with fin, to waſh his heart from wickedneſs, 
and cleanſe his hands from fin; without the 
blood of Chrift, and the grace of God; and 
therefore, if this argument -be concluſive, he 
never was, nor can be obliged to it, nor be 
- puniſhed for the want of it. For, TED 

4. By this argument, God ſtands for ever 
precluded, and ſhut out, from demanding fa- 
55 tisfaction 
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tisfaction for the breach of the law, either of 
Adam, or of any of his fallen offspring : for 
it 1s moſt certain, that neither Adam, nor any 
of them | in lim, before the fall, had ever a 
price in his hand, ſufficient to make ſatisfaction 
to law and Juſtice for his, tranſgrefſion : ar 
therefore, the law can make no ſuch claim up- 
on any one of them; for that would be to de- 
mand of them what they never bad, nor loſt; 
and therefore, could never be debtors to God 
for. So that by this argument, men are at once 
both looſed Ram all obligations, and delivered 
from all fear; for the law can neither command 
them to return to their obedience, nor demand 
ſatisfaction of them for their tranſgreſſions, 
And, which. is yet worſt of all, 0 
. HertBY, the whole undertakin obe- 
diene, facrifice, and ſatisfaction of C rift for 
us, is totally ſubverted for ever. For the true 
end, and full extent of Chri/?'s undertaking for 
us, as our ſurety, is thus declared unto us in the 
holy ſcripture ; God ſent forth his Son, made of 
a woman, made under the law, to redeem them 
that were under the law, that we might receive 
the adoption of fons : : far Chriſt 7s the end of 
the law for rig zeouſneſs, to every one that be- 
lieveth r: for what the law could not do, in that 
it was weak through the fleſh; God ſending his 
own ſon, in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, NY for 
fin, condemned fin in the fleſh : that the righte- 
ouſneſs of the law might be fulfilled in-us, who 
walk not after the Je, but after the ſpirits, N 
And 
4 Gal. iv. 4, 5. Rom. x. 4. 5 Rom. viii. 3, 4. 
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And Chriſt Bath redeemed us from the curſe of 
the law, being made a curſe for us: Mat : 
bleſſing of Abraham might come on the Gen- 
tiles through Jeſus Chriſt t. But if this argu- 
ment, which is made uſe of, with ſo. much con- 
fdent aſſurance, againſt faith in Chriſt being a 
duty, be true and concluſive ; then the whole 
undertaking of Chriſt, his -ſinles obedience, 
painful ſufferings, invaluable ſacrifice, and pre- 
cious atonement, as for us, is nothing but an 
idle dream, and a meer empty noiſe of words. 
For as either Adam,. nor we in him, had ever 
power (if he finned and fell, and we in him) 
to riſe again, and return to our ſinleſs holineſs, 
and perfect obedience; nor ever had a price in 
our hands by which to make ſatisfaction and 
atonement for ſin: if there foꝶ, according to 
this argument, becauſe we never had, nor loſt 
them, the law could never require theſe things, 
neither of fallen Adam, nor of his fallen off- 
ſpring, no more than to make themſelves wings, 
and flie to heaven; then it is moſt clear and 
certain, that they could never be required of 
Chriſt for us, as ſtanding in our law-place : for 
what is not due from the principal, can never 
be demanded of the ſurety ; who can never be 
obliged, by any rule of law and juſtice, to pay 
more than is owing by him, for whom he be- 
comes bound. 
AND thus you ſee, that this dangerous and 

ſcriptureleſs argument has a direct tendency to 

ſap the foundations, and totally ſubvert all true 


religion; 
e Gal. iii. 13, 14. 
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religion: for it equally, and unavoidably ſerves 


e cauſe, and juſtifies the principles and' prac- 
tice, of the Deift, Socinian, Arminian, Anti- 
nomian, and Libertine, and ſaves us the labour of 
diſputing any longer, whether it is our duty to 
believe in Chriſt; for it leaves us no Chriſt. to 
believe in, nor any thing for. which to believe 
in him. And therefore, it is high time for all 
choſe who love the Lord Jeſas Grit: in ſince- 
rity, to unite together as one man, in an im- 
moveable endeavour to bury this dangerous ar- 
gument for ever out of their ſight; and ſay, 
with one conſent, I wall make thy grave, for 
thou art vile ; J and may the Lord give command- 
ment concerning thee, that a more f 7 5 Name 


be ſown u. 
5 Nahum 3 1. 14. 
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